Biological activities of synthetic triterpenoid and steroid beta-D-xylopyranosyl-(1-->6)-beta-D-glucopyranosides.
Comparisons of the activities of diosgenyl, methyl glycyrrhetinate or digitoxigenyl 3-O-beta-D-xylopyranosyl-(1-->6)-beta-D-glucopyranoside with those of our previous glycosides supported our assumptions that both haemolytic and antifungal activities of steroid saponins are generally parallel to each other, while almost all haemolytic triterpenoid saponins show no antifungal activity, and that both antiviral and anti-ATPase activities of cardiac glycosides having a (1-->6) sugar linkage are much lower than those of the others.